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ANNUAL  REPORT 

1951 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Report  on  the  health  and 
sanitary  circumstances  for  the  year  1951. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  (See  Pages  3,  4  and  5) 

The  estimated  population  was  12,490,  a  decrease  of  300  from 
the  previous  year.  There  was  a  marked  fall  in  the  Birth  Rate,  per 
1,000  estimated  population,  to  9.6  (12.7  in  1950),  giving  a  Comparative 
Birth  Rate  of  10.0.  This  compares  with  15.5  for  England  and 
Wales  as  a  whole.  The  Death  Rate  rose  slightly  but  not  significantly, 
and  continues  to  be  less  than  that  of  England  and  Wales. 

Of  the  199  total  deaths  during  the  year,  114  were  due  to 
cardio-vascular  diseases,  21  to  cancer,  6  to  tuberculosis,  19  to 
pneumonia,  bronchitis  and  influenza,  and  4  to  accidents. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  of  the  21  deaths  due  to  cancer, 
4  (3  males  and  1  female)  were  caused  by  cancer  of  the  lung.  The 
deaths  in  the  Island  as  a  whole  from  this  disease  were  27,  of  which 
24  were  males.  Not  only  is  cancer  of  the  lung  a  disease  occurring 
primarily  in  males,  but  it  has  become  apparent  in  recent  years  that 
it  affects  primarily  tobacco-smokers.  Statistical  evidence  in  this 
country  and  in  the  U.S.A.  indicates  very  strongly  that  tobacco- 
smokers  aged  40  and  over  are  many  times  more  likely  to  contract 
cancer  of  the  lung  than  are  non-smokers.  The  causative  factor  has 
not  yet  been  discovered,  but  the  association  to  tobacco-smoking  with 
this  form  of  cancer  is  very  significant. 

HOUSING 

Some  of  the  worst  cases  of  hardship  and  distress  due  to  bad 
housing  were  relieved  by  the  building  of  new  houses  and  flats  during 
the  year. — Unfortunately,  the  present  rate  of  construction  is  barely 
sufficient  to  balance  the  loss  due  to  deterioration  of  many  existing 
dwellings.  Many  of  these  older  dwellings  cannot  be  made  satis¬ 
factory  at  reasonable  cost,  and  until  sufficient  new  houses  become 
available,  their  occupants  must  continue  to  exist  under  deplorable 
conditions.  At  least  one  cause  of  our  falling  Birth  Rate  is  patently 
obvious  —  responsible  couples  are  loath  to  bring  children  into  the 
world  until  they  have  decent  homes  for  them. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


There  occurred  an  extremely  widespread  epidemic  of  measles, 
resulting  in  368  cases  during  the  year.  In  pre-War  days  such  an 
epidemic  would  have  caused  numerous  deaths,  but  thanks  to  modern 
drugs  there  was  not  a  single  death,  and  only  three  cases  had  to  be 
admitted  to  hospital.  Once  again  there  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria. 
This  was  indeed  fortunate  for  the  parents  of  Sandown-Shanklin,  for 
only  52.6  per  cent  of  the  pre-school  children  were  protected  by 
inoculation,  and  only  71.4  per  cent  of  the  schoolchildren. 

New  cases  of  tuberculosis  numbered  16  (including  4  trans¬ 
fers  from  the  mainland),  which  is  no  improvement  on  last  year’s 
incidence.  Seven  deaths  were  due  to  tuberculosis,  all  adults  over  25, 
which  is  a  sadly  high  figure  for  a  preventable  disease.  In  Scandinavia, 
tuberculosis  sanatoria  have  no  waiting  lists  and  are  able  and  willing 
to  accept  patients  from  this  country.  This  is  due  to  several  factors, 
chief  of  which  are  complete  elimination  of  tuberculous  cows,  and 
the  routine  vaccination  of  all  susceptible  members  of  the  population 
with  B.C.G.  vaccine;  as  a  result,  tuberculosis  is  well  on  the  way  to 
being  eradicated.  It  may  be  noted  that  in  this  country  it  is  estimated 
that  40  per  cent  of  our  cattle  are  infected  with  the  disease,  while  two 
per  cent  excrete  the  germ  in  their  milk. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

DONALD  WARREN  BROWNE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS 


(1)  General. 


Area  of  Urban  District  (in  acres) 

. : . 

3,509 

Population  . 

... 

12,490 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1951)  according 

to  rate  book  . 

... 

4,300 

Rateable  Value  . 

... 

£136,136 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  ... 

... 

£555 

(2)  Vital. 

Live  Births 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  of 

estimated 

resident  population  . 

... 

9.6 

Comparative  factor  . 

... 

1.04 

Comparative  Birth  Rate  ... 

... 

10.0 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  England 

and  Wales 

15.5 

Still  Births  Rate  per  1,000  live  and 

still  births 

40.0 

Deaths. 

M.  F. 

Total 

91  108 

199 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000 

estimated  resident  population 

... 

15.9 

Comparative  Factor 

... 

0.70 

Comparative  Death  Rate 

... 

11.1 

Death  rate  England  and  Wales  ... 

... 

12.5 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  ... 

... 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age. 

M.  F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

1  4 

5 

Illegitimate  . 

- 

- 

Death  rate  of  all  infants  per  1,000 

live  births 

41.7 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

43.1 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Nil. 

Deaths  from  Measles . 

...  ... 

Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  ... 

... 

Nil. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  . 

21 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Admitted 

to  Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

Notified 
.  2 

Hospital  Deaths 
2  — 

Diphtheria 

— 

—  — 

Puerperal  pyrexia  ... 

.  2 

—  — 

Pneumonia 

.  2 

—  — 

Erysipelas 

.  1 

—  — 

Measles 

.  368 

3  — 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

— 

—  — 

Meningococcal  Infection  ... 

— 

—  — 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

.  31 

—  — 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic)  ... 

.  3 

3  — 

Poliomyelitis  (Non  Paralytic) 

— 

—  — 

Dysentery 

.  1 

1  — 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

.  1 

1  — 

Total  411 
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AGE  AT  DATE  OF  NOTIFICATION. 


Age 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Measles 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Meningo¬ 

coccal 

Infection 

Whooping 

Cough 

Poliomyelitis 

(Paralytic) 

Poliomyelitis 

(Non' 

Paralytic) 

j  Dysentery 

|  Paratyphoid 

Under  1 

_ 

_ 

— 

5 

3 

— 

_ 

1  and  under  2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

i 

Lj 

ii  ii 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

23 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

11  %i 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

29 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1> 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

57 

— 

— 

5 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

5 

M  il 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

215 

— 

— 

15 

— 

— 

— 

1 

10 

ii  11 

15 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

15 

•»  if 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

it  11 

35 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

35 

11  11 

45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

45 

11  11 

65 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

1 

Totals 

2 

— 

2 

2 

1 

368 

— 

— 

31 

3 

— 

1 

1 

FOOD  POISONING  OUTBREAKS  —  NONE  NOTIFIED. 
DIPHTHERIA  PROPHYLAXIS 


Percentage  of  child  population  considered  to  have  been 
immunised  at  31.12.51. 

Under  5  years  of  age  —  52.6. 

Age  5  to  15  years  —  71.4. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


NEW  CASES  DEATHS 


Pulmo 

M 

nary 

F 

No 

Pulmo 

M 

n 

nary 

F 

Total 

Pulm< 

M 

an  ary 

F 

N 

Pulm 

M 

on 

onary 

F 

Total 

Under  1 

1 

1—5  ...  1 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

5  —  15  ...  “ 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

' 

15  —  20  ...  — 

3 

— 

1 

— 

" 

— 

— 

20  —  25  ...  1 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

25  —  35  ...  1 

4 

— 

— 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

35  —  45  ...  ~ 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

’ - 

— 

— 

1 

45  —  55  ...  — 

55  —  65  ...  1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

65  —  75 

1 

75  —  &  over  ...  1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1  1  " 

2 

Total  5 

9 

— 

2 

16* 

6 

1 

— 

___ 

7+ 

*  This  total  includes  4  transfers  from  the  mainland,  and  one 
case  who  had  left  the  Island  and  returned. 

f  This  total  includes  one  case  who  died  from  another  disease. 


Non-notifiab!e  infectious  diseases  (Schools  return) : — 

Chicken  pox  .  9 

Mumps  .  4 


Total  13 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

1.  WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  supply  of  Shanklin  is  derived  from  the  Chillerton 
wells  and  the  catchment  areas  at  Wroxall,  Oxlease  and  Greatwoods. 

Part  of  the  Rural  District  derives  its  supply  from  Shanklin 

sources. 

The  water  supply  to  Luccombe  village  is  obtained  from  the 
Saint  Boniface  Down,  and  is  pumped  to  the  area  by  means  of  a 
hydraulic  ram  which  raises  the  water  to  a  storage  reservoir,  from 
which  it  flows  by  gravitation  to  the  village. 

Sandown  draws  its  supply  from  the  River  Yar,  and  from 
Dyer’s  springs  at  Newchurch.  The  water  supply  of  the  Borough  of 
Ryde  has  been  augmented  from  this  source  as  from  September,  1947. 

During  the  year  67  samples  of  water  have  been  taken  for 
bacteriological  analysis,  with  the  following  results  : — 

Satisfactory  —  55.  Unsatisfactory  —  12. 

In  my  opinion,  the  cause  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  was 
due  to  excremental  contamination  due  to  the  presence  of  cattle  on 
the  gathering  grounds,  coupled  with  the  heavy  November  rainfall. 

After  consultation  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the 
gravitation  supplies  serving  the  Shanklin  area  were  disconnected,  and 
the  storage  reservoirs  thoroughly  cleansed. 

Two  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis,  both 
of  which  showed  the  water  to  be  pure  and  wholesome  for  drinking 
and  domestic  purposes. 

Six  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  each  of  the  sources 
to  determine  the  fluorine  content.  This  arose  on  a  query  raised  by  a 
member  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee  following  publicity  in 
the  National  Press  in  relation  to  the  incidence  of  dental  caries  in 
schoolchildren,  where  the  fluorine  content  appeared  to  have  some 
bearing  on  this  factor. 

After  1st  April  1951,  responsibility  for  the  water  supply  in 
the  District  passed  from  Mr.  E.  James,  the  Deputy  Surveyor,  on  the 
retirement  of  Mr.  Orchard,  the  Water  Engineer,  and  this  position  was 
maintained  until  the  appointment  of  a  resident  Engineer  to  the  Board. 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATH 

There  is  only  one  public  swimming  bath  in  the  area,  at 
Sandown. 

During  the  year,  6  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the 
laboratory.  In  each  instance  B.  Coli  was  absent  from  100  ml.  of 
water  which  shows  that  a  high  standard  of  purity  was  maintained. 
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2. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of  the 
year  1951  for  the  Urban  District  of  Sandown-Shanklin  in  the 
County  of  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

PART  1  OF  THE  ACT 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Inspections 

Written 

Occupiers 

Register 

notices 

prosecuted 

(i) 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 

6 

1 

and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities. 

o 

(ii) 

Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

51 

109 

9 

— 

(iii) 

Local  Authority. 
Other  Premises  in 

which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

(Excluding  out¬ 

workers  premises) 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

57 

115 

10 

— 

2  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases 

were 

in  which 

found 

defects 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H  M. 
Inspector 

irred 

By  H.M- 
Inspector 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

temperature  (S.3) 
Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7) 

' 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

12 

5 

■ — 

— 

— 

sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 

1 

offences  relating  to 

Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

13 

5 

— 

— 

— 
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3. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


(a)  General  Sanitation 

Nature  of  Inspection 

No.  of  Visits 

Water  Supply 

.  93 

Drainage  . 

.  188 

Stables  and  Piggeries 

.  16 

Tents,  Vans,  and  Sheds  . 

.  22 

Factories 

.  115 

Bakehouses  . 

.  28 

Public  Conveniences 

.  2 

Refuse  Disposal 

.  83 

Rats  and  Mice 

.  10 

Upholsterers  Premises 

.  21 

Schools 

.  1 

Shops  . 

.  332 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 

.  426 

Petroleum  Installations 

.  7 

Sanitary  Survey 

.  1 

(b)  Housing 

Under  Public  Health  Acts 

Number  of  Houses  Inspected 

.  213 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses 

.  433 

Under  Housing  Acts 

Number  of  Houses  Inspected 

.  23 

Visits  paid  to  the  above  houses 

.  34 

Overcrowding 

.  39 

Verminous  Premises 

Number  of  Houses  Inspected 

.  24 

Visits  paid  to  the  above  houses 

.  12 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits 

.  46 

(c)  Infectious  Diseases 

Inquiries 

.  6 

Disinfection 

.  7 

Miscellaneous  I.D.  visits  ...  . 

.  9 

8 


4.  MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

Visits  to 

Slaughterhouses .  12 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

Fishmongers  ...  .  ...  10 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

Dairies  10 

Ice-cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  17] 

Food  Preparing  Premises  .  178 

Restaurants  .  75 

Total  Visits  and  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  2811 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  84 

Statutory  Notices  Served .  13 

Total  number  of  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  97 


During  the  year  the  following  quantities  of  foodstuff  were 
found  to  be  unsound  and  condemned. 


Bacon 

•  .  . 

221  lbs. 

Bones 

56  „ 

Cereals 

151  „ 

Cheese 

168|  „ 

Chocolate 

60  „ 

Eggs  . 

241  ” 

Fish 

56  „ 

Flour 

78  „ 

Meat 

3018  „ 

Peaches 

30  „ 

Raisins 

30  „ 

Tea  . 

60  „ 

Tinned  Goods  . 

31261  „ 

Total  weight  of  unsound 

food  condemned 

67441  „ 
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ICE  CREAM 


Sampling. 

Examination  of  Ice  Cream  samples  is  carried  out  at  the 
Pathological  laboratory  at  Ryde  Hospital. 

In  the  district  there  are  156  premises  registered  for  the 
Manufacture,  Storage  or  Retailing  of  Ice  Cream.  The  manufacture 
of  Ice  Cream  is  carried  on  at  7  of  these  premises,  3  of  which  use  the 
cold  mix  process. 

During  the  year,  85  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  submitted 


examination,  with  the  following  results  : — 

Grade  I  44  samples 

.  52% 

Grade  II 

22  samples 

.  26% 

Grade  III 

13  samples  . 

.  15% 

Grade  IV 

6  samples 

.  7% 

Total 

85 

Total  100% 
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FOOD  AND  DRUG  SAMPLES  TAKEN  DURING  1951 
IN  THE  SAN  DOWN  -SHAN  KLIN  URBAN  DISTRICT 


1  am  indebted  to  the  Weights  and  Measures  Inspector  of 
the  County  Council  (which  is  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  for  the 
Island)  who  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  particulars  of  samples 
taken  in  the  Sandown-Shanklin  area  during  1951. 


Type  of  Food  or  Drug  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory  Remarks 

Milk  7  —  — 

Special  Barley  Wine  —  1  Lable  considered 

misleading. 
Changed  after 
talks  with 
brewers. 

Ales  and  Beers  12  —  — 

Butter  3  —  — 

Table  Jellies  3  1  One  slightly 

deficient  in 
sugars. 

Manufacturers 

informed. 

Later  samples 
found  up  to 
standard 


Malt  Vinegar  2  — 

Jam  1 

Non-alcoholic  Wine  —  1  Label  unsatisfac¬ 

tory.  Manufac¬ 
turer  has  under¬ 
taken  to  change 
when  old  stocks 
have  been  used 
up. 


Chocolate  1  — 

Ice  Cream  3 

Peppermints  1 

Golden  Crunch  Bar  —  1  Incorrectly 

labelled.  Manu¬ 
facture  discon¬ 
tinued. 
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Type  of  Food  or  Drug  Satisfacto  ry  Unsatisfactory  Remarks 


Cream 

1 

— 

— 

Compound  syrup  of  figs 

1 

Label  unsatisfac¬ 
tory.  Will  be 
changed  on 
reprint. 

Fever  Mixture 

1 

— 

— 

Parrish’s  Chemical  Food 

1 

Unsatisfactory 
strength  due  to 
over  long  period 
of  storage. 
Stocks  with¬ 
drawn  and  firm 
cautioned. 

Aspirin 

1 

— 

— 

Fruit  Cream  Fingers 

1 

— 

— 

Tomato  Ketchup 

1 

— 

— 

Karsote  Lozenges 

1 

— 

— 

Cream-filled  Biscuits 

1 

— 

— 

Self-raising  Flour 

1 

— 

* — 

Condensed  Milk 

2 

— 

— 

Borax 

1 

— 

— 

Whiskey 

2 

— 

— 

Total  number  of  Satisfactory  samples 

46 

Total  number  of'  Unsatisfactory 

samples 

6 

Total  number  of  samples  taken  during  1951  52 
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I.W.  Chronicle  Printing  Works, 
Tel  :  Sandown  69 


